a learned Father to imbue arithmeticall knowledge into him
when a boy, night times when he came from schoole.
I remember when I was a young Oxford Scholar, that he
could not endure to heare of the New (Cartesian) Philosophy:
For, sayd he, if a new Philosophy is brought-in, a new Divinity
will shortly follow; and he was right.
When his uncle was preferred to the church of Sarum, he
made his nephew Treasurer of the Church, which is the best
Dignity, and gave him the Vicaridge of Gillingham in com.
Dorset, and then Paulsholt parsonage, neer the Devises, which
last in the late troubles he resigned to his wive's brother William
Grove.
He was to his dyeing day of great diligence in study, well
versed in all kinds of Learning, but his Genius did most strongly
encline him to the Mathematiques, wherin he has written (in
a hand as legible as print) MSS. in 4to a foot high at least.
I have often heard him say (jestingly) that he would have a man
knockt in the head that should write anything in Mathematiques
that had been written of before. I have heard Sir Christopher
Wren say that he does beleeve he was the best Mathematician
in the world about 30 or 35+ yeares agoe. But being a Divine
he was unwilling to print, because the world should not know
how he had spent the greatest part of his time,
I have writt to his Executor, that we may have the honour
and favour to conserve his MSS. in the Library of the Royal
Societie, and to print what is fitt. I hope I shall obtaine my
desire. He had a noble Library, which was the aggregate of his
Father's, the Bishop's, and his owne.
He was of middling stature, something spare; and weake,
feeble leggs; he had sometimes the Goute; was of great
temperance, he always dranke his beer at meales with a
Toast, winter and summer, and sayd it made the beer the
better.
He was very ready to teach and instruct. He did me the
favour to informe me first in Algebra. His daughters were
Algebrists.
He had an excellent way of improving his children's
memories, which was thus : he would make one of them read a
chapter or &c., and then they were (sur k champ} to repeate
what they remembred, which did exceedingly profitt them;
and so for Sermons, he did not let them write notes (which
jaded their memorie) but gave an account viva voce. When
his eldest son, John, came to Winton-schoole (where the Boyes
were enjoyned to write Sermon-notes) he had not wrote;
the Master askt him for his Notes—he had none, but sayd,
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